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THE INLAND MARINER 
2017 - 3rd Quarter Newsletter

A Message from the President 

As Hurricane Harvey made a devastating landfall along the Texas Coast, I want to thank everyone 
for staying focused and operating safely. This storm was unlike any other in history and presented 
many challenges for all of us. I want to acknowledge that you all did extremely well making it 
through the storm safe and without a single incident.  

Many of our boats were stuck in fleets for some time, and others, such as the Brandon Kyle and RJ 
Cheramie, were busy helping with recovery efforts . As traffic and operations begin to return to 
some normalcy, please continue to keep your guard up and maintain focus on the task at hand. 
Treat each task or maneuver as if it’s your first time doing it. Assess all the risks, and eliminate or 
control all the hazards before proceeding. Please ensure all crew members are familiar with and 
using Stop Work Responsibility, SafeCheck, and Pre-Critical Task Conferences.  

Although it appears as if conditions have been improving, the increased activity has been mostly 
created by the recovery efforts from the recent hurricanes. As these increased demands start to 
reduce, we will be faced with the same challenges we saw prior to the storms. Competition is still 
very difficult in our current market. We must operate flawlessly to ensure we maintain the trust of 
our customers, and show that we are capable of out performing all others. I feel all of you are the 
best in the industry and are able to build a platform of success within our customer base.  

I appreciate everyone's effort and hard work that has continuously improved our fleet performance. 
Our incidents have declined over the last year, but we cannot let our guard down. We must 
continue to improve and make sure procedures are being followed at all times. We had a good 
stretch of 11 weeks without a navigational incident, but in the last 2 weeks we had 3 incidents.  

To date, we’ve had 9 chargeable incidents for 2017. During this same time period in 2016, we had 
18 chargeable incidents. This is a massive improvement for us! With about 8 weeks left in the year, 
it would be exceptional to push through the remaining weeks of 2017 without an incident. You all 
have being doing a great job out there, so I know we can finish the year off strong! Your 
outstanding performance this year has proven it can be done! 

                    
        Stay Safe, 
                   Dean Cheramie 
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Promotions 

• Kyle Holdiness - Tankerman 

"It is your attitude at the 

beginning of a task that 

determines success or failure." 

-Corrine Dewlow

From the Galley 

Slow Cooker Cheesesteak Sandwich  

Ingredients: 

•2 green peppers, sliced 

•1 onion, sliced 

•2 cloves garlic, minced or pressed 

•2 - 2 1/2 lbs thinly sliced steak 

•1 tsp salt 

•1/2 tsp black pepper 

•1 envelope dry Italian dressing mix 

•1 cup water 

•1 beef bouillon cube 

•6 slices of provolone cheese 

•6 hoagie rolls 

Instructions: 

1.Place all the ingredients in a Slow Cooker (except 
the cheese and rolls). 

2.Cook for 4-8 hours in the slow cooker on low. 

3.Scoop out the meat/veggies into the rolls. 

4.Place the rolls on a cookie sheet and top with a 
slice of cheese per sandwich (cut in half) 

5.Broil for about 5 minutes or until the cheese is nice 
and bubbly. 

6.Enjoy! And feel free to dip the sandwiches in the 
leftover juice. 

Insurance Changes 

Effective October 1st, our health insurance 
will be back through Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Louisiana. No action is needed on your 
part to make the switch, but if you have any 
questions please contact the office. Also, be 
on the look out for your new insurance cards 
in the mail. If you have not received your 
new cards, please contact Brett at the office.  

3rd Quarter New Hires 

Please help us in welcoming the following to 
the D&S Family: 

• Douglas Authement - Wheelman 

• Jeremiah Allen - Tankerman 

• George Gann - Tankerman 

• Zachary Purifoy - Deckhand 

• Jovi Billiot - Deckhand
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Subchapter M  

July 20th marked a milestone in Subchapter M 
implementation. Towing vessels with keels laid,or 
major conversions on or after July 20, 2017, are 
required to meet 46 CFR Subchapter M and obtain a 
Certificate of Inspection (COI) prior to operating. 
Additionally, starting July 20, 2018, a portion of 
existing towing vessels will have one year to meet all 
of Subchapter M and obtain COIs. While July 20, 
2017, signifies the entry into a portion of Subchapter 
M, some regulations are already in effect. As of July 
20, 2016, an existing towing vessel must already 
comply with watertight or weather tight requirements. 
Vessel owners and operators should also be aware 
that towing vessels must meet other applicable 
requirements in Title 46, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Part 144 no later than July 20, 2018, or the date the 
vessel obtains a COI, whichever date is earlier. 

D&S Family News 

• Jeremy Benoit - Son 
          Orion Charlie Benoit

International Workboat Show 

Held every year in New Orleans, the International 
Workboat Show attracts 15,000 members of the marine 
industry, who come together from around the world to 
network. People learn, spot new industry trends, and 
uncover innovative products and solutions. 

Attendees have been quoted as saying, “everyone in the 
marine industry is here." 

The most innovative suppliers and vendors transform the 
Morial Convention Center exhibition hall into a small city 
of diverse trade show booths, exhibits, and product 
demonstrations. 

Dates: November 29th - December 1st 

Register before November 29th for free show admission! 

Flu Shots 

Flu season is quickly approaching, and 
it's more important than ever for you to 
take care of your health. By getting a 

single flu shot, you can 
protect yourself and 
others against both the 
seasonal flu and the H1N1 
virus. So take a positive 
step to help reduce your 
chances of catching this 
season's flu, and get a flu 
shot. If you have health 
coverage through D&S, 

Blue Cross Blue Shield will cover annual 
flu shots at 100% when you use a 
contracted network provider. Shot 
administration fees may apply. 
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Sugarcane Season 

As October arrives, we think of Halloween, football, hunting, and the sweet smell of 
burning cane. Yes, October also marks the start of the sugarcane harvest here in South 
Louisiana which lasts until December. As we and our families operate vehicles in these 
areas, please take into consideration the following topics and suggestions: 

• Stay alert for machinery. 

• Stay off cell phones while traveling in areas where harvest is underway. 

• When approaching farm equipment and trucks, do not wait until the last moment to brake. 

• If you decide to pass farm equipment, determine if the road is wide enough, and do so with caution in 
passing zones.  

• Pay attention to any excessive mud or debris on the road in loading areas. This can be dangerous when 
raining. 

• Notice any signs detailing areas where harvest is being performed. Watch out for flagging personnel and 
follow their instructions. 

• Contact local authorities if you observe any unsafe operation or conditions of trucks or equipment.  

• Do not pull out in front of cane trucks that are close to you. They are carrying heavy loads, which make it 
difficult for them to stop suddenly. 

Shipshape 

Shipshape - according to the fashion of a ship, where  
neatness is a priority and rigging must be serviceable 
and stowed properly. With that being said, we would 
like to recognize the crews of the Randolph C and Roy 
Michael for the outstanding job they have been doing 
to keep their vessels in shipshape. Maintaining a clean 
work space is important to your personal and 
professional image, the company's image, and even 
your own health. Cleaning and organizing your space 
has to become something that is done on a consistent basis. 
Cleaning at the end of each day should be part of your daily 
routine. Better yet, when you see that something is out of 
place in a common area, or is sitting around collecting dust, 
make it a point to take care of it right then and there. Send us 
pictures of your vessel in shipshape! 
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Engineering Corner 

Even the smallest hydraulic system failure can be very 
costly in terms of lost productivity, change-out times 
and repairs. When a hydraulic system failure occurs, it 
is commonly blamed on the oil or hydraulic fluid 
being used. Rightly so, it is estimated that 90 percent 
of the time, a fluid-related pump failure is due to 
contamination. However, rather than simply 
questioning the quality or performance of the fluid 
itself, it is important to examine HOW the 
contamination occurred and what could have been 
done to prevent it. This information can be used to 
mitigate potential future problems. According to 
original equipment manufacturers and tribologists, 
the number one cause of hydraulic system failure is 
water contamination. Through a series of chemical 
reactions, the presence of water in the system builds 
a corrosive environment, which shortens the life of 
the pump or other equipment. While it is impossible 
to prevent water from getting into your system, there 
are procedures and protocols that maintenance 
professionals can implement to measure the amount 
of water in the system. They can work to remove it 
before a failure occurs.  

Reminders! 

• If you have an address or phone number change, 
please notify the office as soon as possible. It is very 
important that we have all your current contact 
information on file.  

• Electronic pay stubs are available! Please get with 
Brett in the office to start getting your pay stubs 
emailed to you today. 

Near Miss Reporting 

What is a near miss?  

A near miss is an unplanned event, or 
an interruption to normal operations, 
that has potential to cause, but does not 
actually result in human injury, 
environmental or equipment damage. 
Near misses are the cornerstones to any 
advanced safety culture.  

Importance of Reporting! 

Numbers vary, but one thing is certain. 
There are far more near misses that 
occur in daily operations than 
significant injuries and damages to 
property. Reporting and investigating 
these events allow for lessons to be 
learned and solutions to be 
implemented.  

Do not wait until it is too late to say 
something. Report near misses before 
they become incidents. By doing so, 
you will be protecting your crew. Would 
you want to be the victim of an incident 
that could have ben prevented by a 
near miss that should have been 
reported? 

"A near miss reported today is 
the accident that does not 

happen tomorrow."
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Upcoming Birthdays 

October 
• Travis Johnson - 15th 
• Keith Bergeron - 27th

November 
• Dazhjrean Richard - 6th 
• Jovi Billiot - 6th 
• Corey Matherne - 7th 
• Olympius Johnson - 9th 
• Carlton Walimaki - 9th 
• DJ Martin - 11th 
• Albert Trosclair - 19th 
• Dalen Cheramie - 20th 
• Gary Short - 21st 
• Shawn Jett - 24th 
• Jamie Brunet - 26th 
• Percy Byrnes - 28th 
• Randy Gaudet - 29th

Company Anniversaries 

December 
• Thomas Prosperie - 3rd 
• Cody Till - 6th 
• Jacob Theriot - 11th 
• Tyler Lirette - 14th 
• Daniel Bourg - 17th 
• Michael Held - 17th 
• Phillip Thompson - 18th 
• David Wilson - 18th 
• Jesse Graves - 19th 
• Zachary Purifoy - 21st 
• Jeremiah Allen - 22nd 
• David Moore - 24th 
• Brett Landry - 25th 
• Christopher Fuller - 25th 
• Michael Prosperie - 26th 
• Nathan Parfait - 30th 

August  
•Dalen Cheramie - 12 years 
•Dean Cheramie - 12 years 
•Eric Prosperie - 12 years 
•Carl Sevin - 12 years 
•Albert Thomas - 4 years 
•Robert Minteer - 2 years 
•Devin Jupiter - 2 years 
•Raymond Daniel - 2 years 
•Michael Nelton - 2 years

September 
• Nathan Parfait - 8 years 
• Clint Williams - 8 years 
• Guy Florane - 6 years 
• Daniel Bourg - 4 years 
• Keith Bergeron -  4 years 
• Rhonda Rebardi - 3  years 
• Daniel Blanchard - 3 years 
• Donald Cheramie - 2 years 
• David Henderson - 2 years 
• Jamie Brunet - 1 year

July 
•  Corwin George - 6 years 
• John Verrett - 5 years 
• David McNiel - 3 years 
• Jason Bourg - 3 years 
• Jamario Dillion - 2 years 
• Rickie Daigle - 2 years 
• Archie Scurlock - 1 year 
• Trevor Holdiness - 1 year 
• Steven Verret - 1 year 
• Ricky Huffman - 1 year 
• Eugene LeBlanc - 1 year




